The General Meeting of the Association, though not as large as usual, was very interesting and profitable. Some On the other hand, with the dental surgeons hydrochlorate of cocaine has lost much of its interest from the fact that it has proved a disappointment where it was hoped that it would be of the greatest benefit, viz., as an anesthetic or obtunder of sensitive dentine; and now that the enthusiasm over the drug has waned and we begin to investigate its claims with cooler heads and less biased judgment, many of the published accounts of its wonderful effects upon sensitive dentine, and other tissues of the teeth, it would seem must have originated very largely in the imaginations of the writers rather than that they were clinical facts. New forms of the drug, however, have been more recently introduced which give promise of better results, and my excuse for presenting a paper upon the subject of cocaine is to call your attention especially to the citrate of cocaine by presenting a series of experiments made with the hydrochlorate, the oleate, and citrate, and then leave you to judge which gives promise of being the most reliable local anesthetic or obtunder of sensitive dentine.
In operations upon the mucous membrane of the mouth there seems to be little choice between any of these forms, but upon sensitive dentine and pulp tissue it will be seen by the following experimental cases that the citrate is much more reliable than either of the others.
The cases selected were the first ten upon which each of these forms of cocaine were tried. In all cases of sensitive dentine, and the one with an exposed pulp, the rubber dam was adjusted and the cavity cleansed and dried, and the oleate applied on a pledget of cotton.
In the others the gums were dried and the oleate* painted over the surface and the parts kept free from moisture during the operation by the use of napkins. On account of the lateness of the hour the discussion of the paper of Dr. Williams was deferred till the Wednesday session.
On motion the session then adjourned.
Wednesday's session.
The session was called to order by the chairman pro tern, Dr. Jacob L. Williams, of Boston, and at once took up the discussion of the paper read by Dr. Williams.
Dr. Walker. The advice given in the paper is very much needed by that part of the profession who practice dental surgery, but it is very difficult to heed. As a class we overtax our strength, and those who have a full practice break down early.
There are two classes of gentlemen whom these suggestions in the paper should warn, viz., those who from ambition to make money will not take the needed rest, and those who from force of circumstances think they cannot do so. These gentlemen are making a grave mistake, which sooner or later they will be forced by failure of health to acknowledge. The session then adjourned.
